Prof. Geert Hofstede

Biographical Sketch
Geert Hofstede (1928) acquired a Masters degree in Mechanical Engineering from Delft Technical University in 1953. In 1967 he graduated cum laude as a Doctor of Social Psychology at Groningen University; his thesis: "The Game of Budget Control" became a classic in Behavioural Accounting. In 1965 he joined IBM as a trainer in the international Executive Development Department, simultaneously founding a European department of Personnel Research. In this role he participated in a worldwide team that ran employee attitude surveys. He left IBM in 1971 to devote himself to exploring the potential of the huge database that was collected, while successively teaching at the international business schools IMD, Lausanne and INSEAD, Fontainebleau. In 1980 the first edition of his book “Culture's Consequences” appeared. It made him a founder of comparative intercultural research; his ideas are used worldwide in both psychology and management studies. 

Geert Hofstede was Professor of Organizational Anthropology and International Management at Universiteit Maastricht from 1985 to 1993. He founded the international study programmes at the Faculty of Economics and Business Administration of the university, as well as the cooperative network with neighbouring universities in Belgium and Germany. Since 1993 Geert Hofstede is Professor Emeritus. 
In 2001 he published an entirely re-written second edition of “Culture’s Consequences”, capitalizing on hundreds of research projects by others triggered by the book’s first edition. His popular book "Cultures and Organizations: Software of the Mind" (1991, new edition 2005, co-authored with Gert Jan Hofstede) has so far appeared in 17 languages. Since twenty years he has been the most cited Dutch author in the Social Science Citation Index. He is a Fellow of the CentER for Economic Research of the University of Tilburg and of the Academy of Management in the USA, holds four Honorary Doctorates at European universities and is an International Honorary Member of AIESEC.

More information: www.geert-hofstede.com 
